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Research areas

My area of expertise is within public libraries as social and cultural institutions. However, the areas and scopes of my
research are highly interdisciplinary. | hold a PhD in Library and Information Science from the University of Copenhagen.
My PhD thesis (2021) focuses on the history of public library programs and programming activity from a Danish and
international perspective. | have published research on the social and societal role of public libraries, especially
concerning sustainability, the UN 2030 Agenda and the SDGs, social inclusion, and the proactive roles of library
professionals as agents of change.

In my research, | aim for a relation with and possible impact on the practice and future development of the library field and
institutions. Therefore, it is central for me to collaborate with practitioners, researchers, and research groups both in
Denmark and internationally. | am affiliated with the international research group Public Libraries for Immigrants and
Refugees (PubLIB) and a Danish Research Network around Universal Design (UD) under the auspices of the Bevica
Foundation.

My current research interests include integration, diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI), organizational change, and the
professional development and roles of library workers. A new research interest is the unfolding of the relational aspects of
librarianship, including a focus on the concept of care, community, and inclusivity.

Qualifications

Library and Information Science, PhD, Programs as ideas and practice: A story of public library programming activity,
University of Copenhagen
15. Feb 2017 - 21. Mar 2021

Art History, Mag. Art. , University of Copenhagen
2013 - 2015

Art History, Bachelor, University of Copenhagen
2009 - 2013

Research outputs

Networking for Sustainability Transformation: A Case Study of a Danish Library-Based Network around the UN 2030
Agenda

Mathiasson, M. H., Jochumsen, H., Pothier, W. (Editor) & Stonebraker, 1., 2026, (Accepted/In press) Academic Libraries
and Sustainable Development. Association of College and Research Libraries

A Typology of Care within Public Libraries as Welfare Institutions
Mathiasson, M. H., Johnston, J., Evjen, S. & Mierzecka, A., 2025, (Accepted/In press).

Collaborating on Taking Notes: Takeaways from two experiments with collaborative note-taking during a first-semester BA
course
Mathiasson, M. H., 2025, Proceedings from the conference TAL2024: Teaching for Active Learning. p. 59-66

Impacting Sustainability Transitions through Libraries and Partnerships: The case of DB2030
Mathiasson, M. H. & Jochumsen, H., 2025, (Accepted/In press).

The sustainable library: a retrospective case study of a public library sharing initiative
Mathiasson, M. H. & Jochumsen, H., Dec 2024, In: Journal of Librarianship and Information Science. 56, 4, p. 1057-1070

Studying community librarianship through historical writings on public library programming activities: American, British, and
Anglo-Scandinavian perspectives



Mathiasson, M. H., May 2024, In: Library Trends. 72, 4, p. 643-668

En del af lgsningen: bibliotekernes arbejde med Verdensmalene
Mathiasson, M. H. & Jochumsen, H., Apr 2024, In: Danmarks Biblioteker. 28, 2, p. 32-33

Forseg med deleordning pa biblioteket: hvad har vi leert?
Mathiasson, M. H. & Jochumsen, H., 21. Feb 2024, DM.

Hvordan arbejder bibliotekerne med baeredygtighed — og hvad betyder det egentlig?
Mathiasson, M. H. & Jochumsen, H., 27. Oct 2023, Videnskab.dk.

“The soup we are in”: reflections on post-neutrality librarianship
Mathiasson, M. H. & Jochumsen, H., 2023, In: Public Library Quarterly. 42, 6, p. 602-621

Libraries, sustainability and sustainable development: a review of the research literature
Mathiasson, M. H. & Jochumsen, H., Oct 2022, In: Journal of Documentation. 78, 6, p. 1278-1304

Working for a better world: the librarian as a change agent, an activist and a social entrepreneur
Mathiasson, M. H. & Jochumsen, H., Oct 2021.

Programs as Ideas and Practice: A Story of Public Library Programming Activity
Mathiasson, M. H., Mar 2021, Kgbenhavn: Det Humanistiske Fakultet, Kebenhavns Universitet. 190 p.

From means to an end to ends in themselves: an empirical study of the development of public library programmes in
Denmark between 1960 and 2020
Mathiasson, M. H., Nov 2020, In: Nordic Journal of Library and Information Studies. 1, 2, p. 34-52

Between collections and connections: analyzing public library programs in terms of format, content, and role and function
Mathiasson, M. H. & Jochumsen, H., Jul 2020, In: The Library Quarterly. 90, 3, p. 364-379

Researching public library programs through Facebook events: a new research approach
Mathiasson, M. H. & Jochumsen, H., Jun 2019, In: Journal of Documentation. 75, 4, p. 857-875

Approaching a Textually Grounded Typology for Discussing Public Library Activities in the Digital Age
Mathiasson, M. H., Jochumsen, H. & Rasmussen, C. H., 14. Jun 2018, Libraries in the digital age, Zadar, Croatia,
13/06/2018.

Activities
Collaborating on Taking Notes: Takeaways from Two Experiments with Collaborative Note-Taking During a First-Semester
BA Course

Mathiasson, M. H. (Guest lecturer)
7. Nov 2024

Dremmen om et baeredygtigt bibliotek - Oplaeg til debat og (selv)refleksion
Mathiasson, M. H. (Guest lecturer)
15. Mar 2024

Sustainable Librarianship: How librarians work with sustainability and what it means
Mathiasson, M. H. (Guest lecturer)
25. Jan 2024



The public library/librarian as a change agent for sustainable societal transformation
Mathiasson, M. H. (Author) & Jochumsen, H. (Co-author)
24. Aug 2023

Sustainability in practice: the proactive role of librarians in “sustainable librarianship
Mathiasson, M. H. (Guest lecturer)
15. Jun 2023

Press/Media

Forseg med deleordning pa biblioteket: hvad har vi leert?
Mathiasson, M. H.

21/02/2024

1 Media contribution

Interview til DR K-Live om folkebibliotekernes rolle og leesningens status i dag
Mathiasson, M. H.

27/02/2025

1 Media contribution

Vi kaber flest bager om vinteren, men laeser mest om sommeren
Mathiasson, M. H.

26/12/2025

1 Media contribution

Vi laner - igen - flere bager pa biblioteket
Mathiasson, M. H.

13/04/2024

1 Media contribution

Projects

LIBPOLICY: LIBPOLICY

Varheim, A. (Project manager), Jochumsen, H. (Project manager), Rydbeck, K. (Project manager), Mathiasson, M. H.
(Project participant), Johnston, J. (Project participant), Kisilowska-Szurminska, M. (Project participant), Mierzecka, A.
(Project participant), Palsdéttir, A. (Project participant) & Skare, R. (Project participant)

01/06/2024 - 30/06/2026

LIBBORDER: Libraries' Roles in Refugee Response Efforts Bordering a Conflict Zone (LIBBORDER)

Johnston, J. (Project manager), Mathiasson, M. H. (Project participant), Mierzecka, A. (Project participant), Hvenegaard
Rasmussen, C. (Project participant), Jochumsen, H. (Project participant), Khosrowjerdi, M. (Project participant),
Kisilowska-Szurminska, M. (Project participant), Olson, A. (Project participant), Paul, M. (Project participant), Palsdéttir, A.
(Project participant), Rydbeck, K. (Project participant), Skare, R. (Project participant), Téth, M. (Project participant) &
Varheim, A. (Project participant)

01/02/2022 - 01/01/2024

PASSAGE: Public Library Services for Immigrants and Refugees

Mathiasson, M. H. (Project manager), Khosrowjerdi, M. (Project manager), Johnston, J. (PI), Evjen, S. (Project
participant), Palsdattir, A. (Project participant), Skare, R. (Project participant), Rydbeck, K. (Project participant), Varheim,
A. (Project participant), Wimmer, U. (Project participant), Téth, M. (Project participant), Faletar, S. (Project participant),
Ruokolainen, H. (Project participant), Eriksson-Backa, K. (Project participant), Eskola, E.-L. (Project participant) &
Gronroos, I. (Project participant)

01/01/2024 - 01/01/2026



UPSCALE: Upscaling sustainable collaborative consumption using public libraries

Julsrud, T. E. (PI), Mathiasson, M. H. (Project participant), Guillen-Royo, M. (Project participant), Aamaas, B. (Project
participant), Standal, K. (Project participant), aure, M. (Project participant), Ferde, A. (Project participant), Solum, E. E.
E.B.-D. (Project participant) & Jochumsen, H. (Project participant)

01/01/2020 -~ 31/12/2024



