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Pedagogical idea

Actively interacting with students is an essential part of my teaching style. Instead of merely narrating a lecture off of
PowerPoint slides, | invite students to ask questions, to be critical of the material that has been taught during class, and to
present their own reflections about what we have discussed during lectures. While international criminal law and
procedure is a highly technical subject, | attempt to make the material easily digestible for students. | attempt to do this by
using anecdotes and practical examples so that students see how the law operates in a practical sense. As the years have
gone by with me teaching the subject, and as my own PhD project has developed, | have increasingly used my own
research in my teaching. My PhD research has been especially useful when teaching the highly technical procedural part
of the course where | have used the Ukrainian and Georgian examples (which my PhD project focused on) to elucidate to
students how aspects such as jurisdiction, complementarity, preliminary examinations and investigations work in terms of
the ICC. During teaching, | also use analogies and popular metaphors in an attempt to break down and demystify some of
the technical aspects related to international criminal law. | also involve the entire class so that we can map out flow charts
together where we synthesize what we have learned during the class and can present the material in a methodical, step-
by-step and visual manner.

The main objective of my teaching is to lead the students towards being able to articulate what they have learned in class
in their own words and for them to then be able to apply this knowledge in a practical sense to real-world problems. | often
find that students are good at memorizing the material in the textbook but fail to see how the legal provisions apply in a
practical sense. When preparing for class, | often reflect back to when | was a law student and particularly, a master’s
student studying international criminal law and public international law, and pay particular attention to areas | found to be
especially technical and aspects that | would have liked more insight into. | always stress why the topic(s) we are
discussing in class is important to the wider international criminal law picture. For instance, before starting the series of
lectures on the core international crimes and modes of liability, | briefly map out on the board what the prosecution is trying
to prove during an international criminal law trial (i.e. the prosecution’s role is to prove without reasonable doubt that: (i)
certain acts were committed; (ii) these acts constitute a core international crime; (i) the commission of this core
international crime is attributable to the defendant) and explain to students how the lectures on the substantive crimes and
modes of liability feed into these steps. | find that painting this kind of ‘big picture’ helps students understand why we are
studying what we are studying during the course, and how certain aspects are interlinked and feed into each other. | also
find that the group assignments help students articulate complicated and technical aspects related to international criminal
law by applying these to a practical problem.

| initiate class discussions on the latest developments in international criminal law so that students are aware of current
events related to what they are studying. | also outline criticism of the international courts and tribunals, obstacles such
institutions are facing, reflections by commentators/affected communities/victims and invite students to discuss these
aspects in class. | find that these discussions help students to see how international criminal justice operates in reality,
what the limitations of institutions such as the ICC are, how various fields of law are interlinked, etc. | notice that as the
course progresses into the semester and the more we engage in discussions, the more passionate students appear to be
about the subject matter, the wider their curiosity and the deeper their understanding. Additionally, | encourage students to
pose questions about international criminal law during class and hold regular consultation hours where students can come
and see me at my office. Whenever a student poses a question via email or during a private session, | share the question
(without identifying the student who initially posed it) and my answer with the entire class during the next lecture. This is



because | believe that every student can benefit from the questions posed by others and the answers they receive. In
sum, my teaching philosophy consists of providing an engaged, interactive, and where possible, research-inspired
learning process to students with clear communication that ultimately leads to a higher level of comprehension of the
subject matter.
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Pedagogical competence
I have completed the following pedagogical courses offered by the Faculty of Law at the University of Copenhagen:

1.University Level Teaching.

2.Supervising Students.

3.Examining Student: Oral Examination.

4 Writing Your Teaching Portfolio.

5.The Legal Profession, Job Market, and Education.

| have also completed the following pedagogical courses offered by the University of Southern Denmark:

1.Student as Learners.

2.Research Based Teaching.

3.Evaluation and empirical data collection.

4.Supervision roles and relations.

5.How to design, produce and use videos for teaching and learning.

6.Use student response systems in your teaching - an online course - Poll Everywhere.
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