Lisbeth Birkelund
Department of Clinical Research
Kl, OUH, Research unit of Oncology (Odense)

Research Center for Culture and Older People, COPe (Vulnerability)
Email: Ibirkelund@health.sdu.dk

Research Interests

Mine forskningsomrader ligger inden for sprog og kommunikation i sundhedsvaesenet, hvor jeg er seerligt optaget af,
hvordan patienter, pargrende og sundhedsprofessionelle navigerer kommunikative udfordringer, og hvordan sproglig og
kulturel bevidsthed kan styrke mgdet mellem dem.

Med akademiske rgdder i humaniora (engelsk og nordisk sprog og litteratur) og en ph.d. i sundhedsvidenskab arbejder jeg
i krydsfeltet mellem sprog og medicin. | min ph.d.-forskning anvendte jeg kvalitative metoder til at undersage og belyse
betydningen af sprogbarrierer i mgdet mellem sundhedsprofessionelle og patienter med kraeft og begreensede
danskkundskaber. | min aktuelle forskning anvender jeg kvalitative metoder til blandt andet at bidrage til udviklingen af en
tveersektoriel samarbejdsmodel, der skal forbedre livet for mennesker, der lever med senfalger efter kreeft.

Faelles for mine forskningsomrader er visionen om at sikre bedre liv bAde med og efter alvorlig sygdom ved i langt hajere
grad at seette sproget forst.

Employment

Department of Clinical Research
SDU

Odense M, Denmark

15. Feb 2026 - 14. Feb 2028

Postdoc

Kl, OUH, Research unit of Oncology (Odense)
SDU

15. Feb 2026 - 14. Feb 2028

Visiting Researcher

Research Center for Culture and Older People, COPe (Vulnerability)
SDU

15. Feb 2026 — 30. Jun 2030

Research outputs

Sproglig smerte i behandlingen: Nar patienter ikke taler dansk
Birkelund, L., 29. May 2026, (Accepted/In press) Et hvidt vaesen? Etnicitet, normer og ulighed . 1 ed. Munksgaard
Denmark, p. 71-89

Audio summaries of consultations as an ‘extra set of ears’: a qualitative interview study with patients with sickle cell
disease and thalassemia
Birkelund, L., 12. May 2026, (Accepted/In press).

DaRCLEC-modellen: Tveersektorielle virtuelle konferencer til handtering af komplekse senfelger efter kraeft
Birkelund, L., Dieperink, K. B., Mattsson, T. O., Saltbaek, L., Ventzel, L., Christensen, C. &., Christensen, C. L., Jarbgl, D.
E., Oksbjerg Dalton, S. & Tolstrup, L. K., 12. May 2026, (Accepted/In press).

A protocol for development of virtual cross-sectoral team conferences for cancer late effects
Birkelund, L., Dieperink, K. B., Mattsson, T. O., Saltbaek, L., Ventzel, L., Christensen, C. &., Jarbgl, D. E., Dalton, S. O. &
Tolstrup, L. K., 11. May 2026, In: Danish Medical Journal. 73, 6, A01260020.



The Multilingual Encounter in the Danish Healthcare System: A critical hermeneutic investigation of language barriers in
the cancer care of patients from ethnic minority backgrounds
Birkelund, L., 2. Sept 2025, Syddansk Universitet. Det Sundhedsvidenskabelige Fakultet. 174 p.

Min forskning: En ph.d. forteeller: Lisbeth Birkelund
Birkelund, L., Sept 2025, Syddansk Universitet.

Sproget som en manglende pille i behandlingen — patienters og parerendes oplevelser af sprogbarrierer i
kreeftbehandlingen
Birkelund, L., 20. Aug 2025, Sygeplejevidenskab.dk.

Sygeplejerskers, laegers og tolkes erfaringer med sprogbarrierer i kreeftbehandling af patienter med begreensede
danskkundskaber
Birkelund, L., 20. Aug 2025, Sygeplejevidenskab.dk.

Communication as an Unequal Game: Insights Into Language Barriers and Missed Opportunities From the Perspectives of
Nurses, Doctors, and Professional Interpreters

Birkelund, L., Dieperink, K. B., Sodemann, M., Falby Lindell, J., Dahl Steffensen, K. & Nielsen, D. S., 22. May 2025, In:
European Journal of Cancer Care. 2025, 14 p., 8873921.

Language — a vital pill missing in patients’ treatment: language barriers during cancer care through the eyes of patients
and families

Birkelund, L., Dieperink, K. B., Sodemann, M., Lindell, J. F., Steffensen, K. D. & Nielsen, D. S., 13. Jan 2025, In:
International Journal of Qualitative Studies on Health and Well-Being. 20, 1, 2448127.

SundFornuft; Rekruttering og tilknytning - Den ph.d.-studerende
Birkelund, L., 7. Jan 2025

Report of the sixth Nordic Family Health and Care Conference 2024: Sharing Interdisciplinary Work to Improve the Health
and Well-Being of Families

Rothausen, C. S., Clausen, A. M., Agerskov, H., Bekker-Jensen, D., Birkelund, L., Kidholm, M. L., Kvorning, L.,
Marcussen, J., Poulsen, H. S., Sorknaes, A., Voetmann, S. S., Voltelen, B. & Dieperink, K. B., 25. Nov 2024, In: Journal of
Family Nursing. 30, 4, p. 329-334

Nar patienten ikke taler dansk — den pargrende som bade "caregiver” og kommunikationsmedarbejder
Birkelund, L., 5. Nov 2024, In: Kognition & Paedagogik. 134, p. 20-29

Language as a barrier to culturally sensitive and safe cancer care: An interview study with patients and family caregivers
Birkelund, L., Dieperink, K. B., Sodemann, M., Falby Lindell, J., Dahl Steffensen, K. & Nielsen, D. S., Oct 2024,
ranscultural Nursing Society 50th Annual Conference: Book Of Abstracts. Transcultural Nursing Society, p. 89 1 p.

Sprogbaseret ulighed i kraeftbehandling — observation af sprogbarrierer i klinisk praksis
Birkelund, L., Dieperink, K. B., Sodemann, M., Lindell, J. F., Dahl Steffensen, K. & Nielsen, D. S., Aug 2024.

Cross-sectoral exchange of nurses: An intervention study
Jungdal, A., Tousig, C. G., Christiansen, T. K., Birkelund, L., Sgrensen, A. N., Roskilde, J. & Birkelund, R., Jun 2024, In:
Scandinavian Journal of Caring Sciences. 38, 2, p. 378-386

Language Barriers — the Dual Role of Family Members as Caregivers and Communication Facilitators
Birkelund, L., Dieperink, K. B., Sodemann, M., Lindell, J. F., Dahl Steffensen, K. & Nielsen, D. S., May 2024.

Communicating without a Shared Language: A Qualitative Study of Language Barriers in Language-Discordant Cancer
Communication

Birkelund, L., Dieperink, K. B., Sodemann, M., Lindell, J. F., Steffensen, K. D. & Nielsen, D. S., 3. Mar 2024, In: Journal of
Health Communication. 29, 3, p. 187-199



Sprogbarrierens konsekvenser i mgdet med patienter med kraeft og begraenset dansk
Birkelund, L., 14. Feb 2024

“STILLE MAND” - En forteelling om sygdom, sprogbarrierer og teendstikker
Birkelund, L., Dieperink, K. B., Sodemann, M., Lindell, J. F., Dahl Steffensen, K. & Nielsen, D. S., 30. Oct 2023.

Barriers to Culturally Congruent Practice: A Study of Language-Discordant Clinical Encounters
Birkelund, L., Dieperink, K. B., Sodemann, M., Lindell, J., Dahl Steffensen, K. & Nielsen, D. S., 21. Jun 2023.

Strengthening competence in transcultural care through patients’ mother tongue narratives
Birkelund, L., Dieperink, K. B., Sodemann, M., Lindell, J., Dahl Steffensen, K. & Nielsen, D. S., 21. Jun 2023.

Putting Patients from Ethnic Minority Backgrounds and their Families First: Two Qualitative Studies on the Impact of
Language

Birkelund, L., Dieperink, K. B., Sodemann, M., Lindell, J., Dahl Steffensen, K. & Nielsen, D. S., 2023, In: Journal of Family
Nursing.

Healthcare encounters with older patients with cancer and limited dominant language proficiency
Birkelund, L., Dieperink, K. B., Sodemann, M., Lindell, J., Dahl Steffensen, K. & Nielsen, D. S., 19. Jul 2022, In: European
Geriatric Medicine. 13, Suppl. 1, p. 327 1 p., P-726.

Language barriers in healthcare encounters with ethnic minority cancer patients
Birkelund, L., Dieperink, K. B., Sodemann, M., Lindell, J., Dahl Steffensen, K. & Nielsen, D. S., 17. Jan 2022.

The Multilingual Encounter in the Danish Healthcare System: an upcoming PhD study
Birkelund, L., Dieperink, K. B., Sodemann, M., Lindell, J., Dahl Steffensen, K. & Nielsen, D. S., 2022, In: International
Journal of Integrated Care. 22, Suppl. 3, 2 p., 61.

A qualitative study of clinical decision-making in a multidisciplinary outpatient clinic for patients with atrial fibrillation - from
the patient’s perspective
Thrysge, L., Birkelund, L. & Birkelund, R., 2018, In: European Journal for Person Centered Healthcare. 6, 4, p. 610-620

Livet er livet veerd trods ALS
Birkelund, R. & Birkelund, L., 18. Jan 2011, Ved livets afslutning - Om palliativ omsorg, pleje og behandling. Birkelund, R.
(ed.). Aarhus Universitetforlag: Aarhus Universitetsforlag

Activities
University of Florence

Birkelund, L. (Visiting researcher)
23. Sept 2026 — 27. Sept 2026

Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health (Journal)
Birkelund, L. (Peer reviewer)
15. Feb 2026

Antonella Mannini
Birkelund, L. (Host)
5. Dec 2025

International Collaboration Research Seminar
Birkelund, L. (Organizer)



5. Dec 2025

Forskningsseminar pa Institut for Engelsk, Germansk og Romansk (KU)
Birkelund, L. (Lecturer)
1. Dec 2025

Praesentation af tidligere og aktuel forskning
Birkelund, L. (Speaker)
8. Oct 2025

Forskningsseminar pa Institut for Nordiske Studier og Sprogvidenskab (KU)
Birkelund, L. (Lecturer)
5. Mar 2025

Webinar: Machine translation literacy - best practices and use cases
Birkelund, L. (Participant)
5. Feb 2025

Deltagelse i Podcast (SygViden)
Birkelund, L. (Participant)
23. Jan 2025

Oplaeg i Onk. Afd.: "Sprogbarrierer i klinisk praksis: Konsekvenser for patienter, pargrende og professionelle
Birkelund, L. (Speaker)
22. Jan 2025

Oplaeg pa Kraeftdag Syd: "Nar sproget bliver en manglende pille i behandlingen"
Birkelund, L. (Speaker)
21. Jan 2025

Oplag pa Masterclass: "Nar dansk gaer sarbar: Paragrendes rolle som bade caregiver og kommunikationsbro i mgdet med
ikke-dansktalende patienter”

Birkelund, L. (Speaker)

21. Jan 2025

Oplaeg til GFE Nytarskur: "Oplaeg om sprogbarrierer - og teendstikker?"
Birkelund, L. (Speaker)
17. Jan 2025

Oplaeg i Tvaerfagligt Smertecenter, Rigshospitalet: "Sproglig smerte: Nar sprogbarrierer i sundhedsvaesenet forvaerrer
smerteoplevelsen"”

Birkelund, L. (Speaker)

10. Dec 2024

Invited speaker pa Firenze Universitet: "Language barriers in healthcare and implications for well-being: Findings from a
Danish PhD study"”

Birkelund, L. (Keynote speaker)

4. Dec 2024

University of Florence
Birkelund, L. (Visiting researcher)
4. Dec 2024 - 6. Dec 2024

Oplaeg i GFE: "Hvad betyder det, nar sprogbarrierer skaber ulighed i et kreeftforlgb?"
Birkelund, L. (Speaker)



14. Nov 2024

Dansk Forum for Faelles Beslutningstagning 2024
Birkelund, L. (Participant)
7. Nov 2024

Oplag pa TCNS: "Language as a barrier to culturally sensitive and safe cancer care: An interview study with patients and
family caregivers"

Birkelund, L. (Speaker)

25. Oct 2024

Transcultural Nursing Society Conference
Birkelund, L. (Participant)
23. Oct 2024 - 26. Oct 2024

Danske Kreeftforskningsdage 2024
Birkelund, L. (Participant)
29. Aug 2024 - 30. Aug 2024

Oplaag pa DCCC24: "Hvad betyder det, nar sprogbarrierer skaber ulighed i et kraeftforlgb?"
Birkelund, L. (Speaker)
29. Aug 2024

Oplag pa NCFHC: "Language Barriers — the Dual Role of Family Members as Caregivers and Communication
Facilitators"

Birkelund, L. (Speaker)

22. May 2024

Nordic Conference in Family Health and Care
Birkelund, L. (Program committee member)
21. May 2024 - 23. May 2024

Center for Feelles Beslutningstagning (External organisation)
Birkelund, L. (Member)
22. Jan 2024

Opleeg om sprogbarrierer
Birkelund, L. (Speaker)
22. Jan 2024

Sprogbarrierer i mgdet med patienter med begraenset dansk
Birkelund, L. (Speaker)
12. Jan 2024

"STILLE MAND" (2022) - En fortaelling om sygdom, sprogbarrierer og taendstikker
Birkelund, L. (Speaker)
30. Oct 2023

Journal of Transcultural Nursing (Journal)
Birkelund, L. (Peer reviewer)
27. Oct 2023 - 3. Nov 2023

Lindring af kreeftpatienters psykosociale og eksistentielle/andelige smerter
Birkelund, L. (Participant)
21. Sept 2023



Masterclass. Dansk Selskab for Familiesygepleje
Birkelund, L. (Participant)
19. Sept 2023

What does a little Danish girl born in 1845 have in common with a Turkish man with a brain tumor in 20237
Birkelund, L. (Speaker)
27. Jun 2023

Barriers to Culturally Congruent Practice: A Study of Language-Discordant Clinical Encounters
Birkelund, L. (Speaker)
26. Jun 2023

8th International Conference of the European Transcultural Nursing Association (ETNA)
Birkelund, L. (Program committee member)
25. Jun 2023 - 28. Jun 2023

ETNA, European Transcultural Nursing Association
Birkelund, L. (Participant)
25. Jun 2023 - 27. Jun 2023

Putting Patients from Ethnic Minority Backgrounds and Their Families First: Two Qualitative Studies on the Impact of
Language

Birkelund, L. (Speaker)

21. Jun 2023

16th International Family Nursing Conference
Birkelund, L. (Participant)
20. Jun 2023 - 23. Jun 2023

Bedemmelsesudvalget for medicinstudiets kvote 2-optag (MMI) (Event)
Birkelund, L. (Member)
1. Jun 2023

Preesentation af ph.d.-projekt i Center for Feelles Beslutningstagning
Birkelund, L. (Speaker)
9. May 2023

Praesentation af ph.d.-projekt i Tvaerfagligt Team 3, Onk. Afd., Vejle Sygehus
Birkelund, L. (Speaker)
24. Apr 2023

Sprogets betydning i medet med ukrainske flygtninge (Tvaerkulturel Resourceteam)
Birkelund, L. (Guest lecturer)
27. Mar 2023

Sprogets betydning: En forteelling om sprogbarrierer, taendstikker og (hjerne)tumorer (Uddannelsedagen afd. R, OUH)
Birkelund, L. (Speaker)
15. Mar 2023

Oplevelser som migrantfamilie (Familieambassadgrer)
Birkelund, L. (Speaker)
13. Jan 2023



Hvordan bliver vi bedre til at dg?
Birkelund, L. (Participant)
14. Dec 2022

International Family Nursing Association (External organisation)
Birkelund, L. (Member)
8. Dec 2022

Preesentation af ph.d.-projekt i Geriatrisk Forskningsenhed
Birkelund, L. (Speaker)
24. Nov 2022

Det flersproglige made i det danske sundhedsvaesen — et ph.d.-projekt om sprogets betydning i mgdet med patienter med
andet modersmal end dansk og deres familier

Birkelund, L. (Speaker)

3. Nov 2022

18th EuGMS Congress
Birkelund, L. (Participant)
28. Sept 2022 - 30. Sept 2022

Brugerradsmgde i Indvandrermedicinsk Klinik
Birkelund, L. (Speaker)
14. Jun 2022

Kl, FaCe - Family Focused Healthcare Research Center (Organisational unit)
Birkelund, L. (Member)
1. Jun 2022

The Multilingual Encounter in the Danish Healthcare System — An Upcoming PhD Study
Birkelund, L. (Speaker)
25. May 2022

ICIC22 International Conference on Integrated Care
Birkelund, L. (Participant)
23. May 2022 - 25. May 2022

1st Online ETNA Conference (European Transcultural Nursing Association)
Birkelund, L. (Participant)
24. Mar 2022

Nationalt virtuelt symposium: Supportive & Palliative Care in Cancer
Birkelund, L. (Participant)
23. Mar 2022 - 6. Apr 2022

Nationalt virtuelt symposium: Supportive & Palliative Care in Cancer
Birkelund, L. (Panel member)
23. Mar 2022

Virtuelt oplaeg: Language barriers in healthcare encounters with ethnic minority cancer patients
Birkelund, L. (Speaker)
23. Mar 2022



Mundtlig formidling af forskning
Birkelund, L. (Participant)
26. Feb 2022

Forskningsseminar
Birkelund, L. (Participant)
25. Feb 2022 - 28. Feb 2022

Praesentation af ph.d.-projekt pa forskningsudvalgsmgde (Forskningsenhed for Onkologi, OUH)
Birkelund, L. (Speaker)
27. Sept 2021

Systime Webinar om multikulturel britisk litteratur
Birkelund, L. (Participant)
22. Sept 2021

Praesentation af projektet "The Multilingual Encounter in the Danish Healthcare System" (OUHs ph.d.-stipendieudvalg)
Birkelund, L. (Speaker)
25. Aug 2021

Praesentation af ph.d.-projekt i Onkologisk afd., Vejle
Birkelund, L. (Speaker)
10. Jun 2021

Preesentation af ph.d.-projekt i Onkologisk Afdeling, OUH
Birkelund, L. (Speaker)
25. May 2021

Culturally Competent and Compassionate LGBT+ in Health and Social Care
Birkelund, L. (Participant)
8. Nov 2020 - 14. Jan 2021

Skriveophold
Birkelund, L. (Participant)
5. Nov 2020 - 7. Nov 2020

Prizes

"Exceptional Young Scientist Abstract"
Birkelund, L. (Recipient), 29. Aug 2024

Grant from Jstifterne
Birkelund, L. (Recipient), 29. Nov 2021

OUH PhD Stipend
Birkelund, L. (Recipient), 3. Sept 2021

SDU Faculty Scholarship
Birkelund, L. (Recipient), 20. Dec 2021



